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This is us. We create. We act. Directory.
From the village of Hölstein, a  
story of creative, independent 
mechanical watchmaking 

Oris’s visionary movement creation 
programme continues with the 
high-performance Calibre 400 Series

Our ongoing Change for the Better 
campaign drives us to take action  
for our planet and for us all

How to find an Oris boutique, join  
an Oris Social Club and keep in  
touch with the Oris family online
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F O R E W O R D

In watchmaking, it’s always tempting to look 
backwards. To the designs of the past. To the 
successes of the past. To the figures who built  
a tradition. In this year, of all years, it’s important  
we look to the future as the world recovers from  
a global pandemic. With fresh perspective, we  
can look again at how we live together and share 
our world. Change for the Better must come,  
and watchmaking must play its part.

Into  
the 
future
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This is us.0 1

Oris is one of the few remaining independent Swiss watch companies. 
Because of this, we can go our own way, choosing projects that make 
sense to us and our customers. This is who we are. 



Independent.
Over the last 30 years, many Swiss watch 
companies have been absorbed into groups. 
That’s good. Lots of great stories have been 
preserved because of this. But being part of a 
group has never been the Oris way. In 1904, our 
founders left Le Locle in the Swiss watchmaking 
heartland and came here to Hölstein to find a 
new way. Their independent state of mind has  
never left us. It means we make decisions for 
our customers, not our shareholders. It helps  
us go our own way. We’re not just independent. 
We’re proudly, fiercely independent. 
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Sustainable.
We’ve been greatly inspired seeing the Swiss 
watch industry switching on to sustainability. 
Our planet is precious and we have a common 
responsibility to care of it. It makes sense.  
Our Change for the Better programme began 
many years ago. Today, we continue to create 
limited-edition watches in support of pioneering 
environmental organisations, and to take part in 
clean-up activities around the world. All along, 
we’ve been working to make Oris watchmaking 
more sustainable. We’re proud that, by the end 
of 2021, we will be climate neutral.
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11O R I S . C H



13O R I S . C HT H I S  I S  U S

Making sense.
It’s an easy thing to say, that everything we  
do has to make sense. We’re a watch company. 
Of course it does. But there’s more to it than 
that. Sense to us is projects that elevate beauty 
and Swiss watchmaking traditions so that they 
deliver meaningful, everyday, life-long value. 
That means making watches sustainably, just as 
it means focusing on functions and features in 
our watches that serve a purpose. We’ll always 
produce a watch with a longer lifespan over one 
with a more dazzling tourbillon. In fact, no 
tourbillons. That’s sense to us.
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Almost 120 years since Oris 
was founded, its spirit of 
independent watchmaking 
endures, informing every 
decision we make

It’s not an unreasonable question. When 
people first come across Oris, they want 
to know what makes it special. How is Oris 
different to any other watch company? 
There are plenty out there to choose 
from, after all. Pushed, it boils down to 
one thing: independence. Oris is a family-
owned Swiss company. It’s not publicly 
listed. It’s driven by its instincts and by 
its customers, and not by a share price. 
And with that comes something hugely 
valuable – freedom.

To understand where this freedom 
comes from, you have to go back almost 
120 years to the start of the 20th century 
and the beginning of the Oris story. 
That was when two entrepreneurial 
watchmakers left their jobs in the fabled 
Swiss watchmaking town of Le Locle and 
travelled north-east to Hölstein, some 30 km 
south-east of the industrial town of Basel. 

Paul Cattin and Georges Christian were 
visionaries. There was no watchmaking 
culture where they were heading, but 
they had it in mind that they could marry 
the traditions of hand-craftsmanship 
and mechanical watchmaking with 
industrialisation. This would mean they 
could still make beautiful Swiss watches, 
only they would then deliver them with 

significant manufacturing efficiencies – 
making them accessible to more people. In 
1904, they established Oris, named after a 
local stream, and set about their purpose.

It quickly became apparent that they 
were on to something. The company 
grew rapidly, expanding across sites and 
building up a workforce that made it the 
biggest employer in the region. Wars 
came and went, but by the end of the 
1960s, Oris was one of the 10 largest 
watch companies in the world, employing 
more than 800 people and producing more 
than a million clocks and watches a year. 

As many will know, the 1970s was a 
tough decade for Swiss watchmaking. 
The perfect storm, created by a spike 
in the value of the Swiss franc and the 
advance of cheaper, more efficient quartz 
technology, put around 1,000 Swiss watch 
industry companies out of business and 
cost two-thirds of the workforce their jobs. 

By the early 1980s, Oris was on the 
verge of going the same way. But, as if 
history were repeating itself, its future was 
secured by another entrepreneurial duo. Dr 
Rolf Portmann and Ulrich W. Herzog, both 
Oris employees, staged a management 
buyout and in 1982 began rebuilding Oris 
as an independent watchmaking company.

Being independent 
means we can  
move faster to  
design watches  
and innovate  
novel, useful 
functions that 
provide real value

Early on, they took a big decision. 
Despite the commercial success of 
quartz, they elected to phase out the 
electronic technology and focus instead  
on mechanical watchmaking. To return 
Oris to its roots. To make watches the way 
Cattin and Christian originally envisaged.

This was a bold move. But by the 
early 1990s, the decision started paying 
dividends. Globally, interest in mechanical 
watches had begun to return. Buyers, 
bored by the ubiquity of quartz and longing 
for the romance of a hand-built timekeeper 
powered only by nature’s energy, turned 
their attentions back to Switzerland, and 
back to the purest watch companies – 
independent companies like Oris.

By 2000, the tide had fully turned and 
Swiss mechanical watchmaking was 
resurgent. Over the last 20 years, the 
trend has continued, despite – or perhaps 
because of – the dawn of the connected 
age. Today, consumers search for authentic 
products that will tell a story that lasts a 
lifetime. Oris, secure in its independence, 
has been at the crest of the wave.

And it’s here that our freedom has come 
into its own. We’re free to follow a path 
that makes sense – to us and to you, our 
customers. Being independent means we 

can move faster and more efficiently to 
design watches and innovate novel, useful 
functions that provide real value. The 
latest illustration of that philosophy is the 
ground-breaking Calibre 400 Series (see 
page 28), but there have been many other 
examples.

Now, we talk about making watches for 
the ‘citoyen’, or the world citizen. Smart-
thinking people today care about how their 
products are sourced, manufactured and 
delivered, and what impact their purchases 
have on the environment and the people 
who make them. We care, too. Really.

Our independence means we’re able 
to be at the vanguard of the sustainability 
movement and to make Change for the 
Better a core principle of what we do. 
We make environmentally responsible 
products in a sustainable way, and we 
work with numerous partners who are 
striving to bring positive change to our 
world. Looking back 120 years, we hope 
Cattin and Christian would be proud of 
what the company they built has become. 
It’s our privilege to continue their legacy.

Why do we do this? Because it’s the 
right thing to do. And because we can. 
That’s the benefit of independence. Of 
freedom. And it’s what makes us different. 
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For today’s 
world citizen

At Oris, beauty is found as much in purpose as in 
form. An Oris watch’s beauty is not just in how it 
performs and looks, but also in the impact it has 

 on the world around it. But what does this mean?
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None of us could have been prepared for 
the speed of change that has swept the 
world since the outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic during the spring of 2020. 
Lockdowns, travel bans, fear and a sense 
of personal responsibility have all brought 
challenges, changing how we live, work 
and play. We’ve become much more 
aware of the impact of our choices on the 
environment and each other, for starters.

But at Oris, while we didn’t know the 
pandemic was coming, we were already 
working on our responsibilities, doing our 
best not just to recognise positive change 
in the world, but to implement it. Our 
watches, innovations and partnerships of 
the last decade have reflected this.

At the heart of all this are considerations 
of responsibility and sustainability. As 
many in this industry will say, luxury 
watchmaking is, by definition, sustainable. 
Mechanical watches are created to last a 
lifetime, and with regular maintenance, 
they will. Most use natural materials that 
can be recycled at the end of their lifespan, 

and increasingly, luxury watchmakers are 
using recycled materials to manufacture 
watches and their packaging. At last, the 
industry is becoming more responsible. 
And that’s a good thing. But will it last?

It has to. At Oris, we’re on a mission to 
bring Change for the Better. While on the 
one hand this means partnering with 
organisations working to bring positive 
change to society and the environment 
(find out more on page 48), on the other it 
also means creating watches for today’s 
world citizen. The two go together.

Today’s world citizen? This is a person 
who understands their responsibilities to 
the world and to those around them. 
Someone who values sustainability as 
much as art and design. An Oris watch has 
become a symbol of this enlightenment – 
it comes with an understanding that we 
share a common responsibility for the 
environment and each other.

While no watch we create symbolises 
this more than any other, the Aquis is a 
paramount example. Here is a watch 
created to serve a purpose – it’s a diver’s 
watch, water-resistant to 30 bar (300 
metres) and equipped with devices that 
offer reassurance deep under water – but 
also to be beautiful, and, more importantly, 
to be a companion for life. It won’t become 
obsolescent in a few years’ time.

That’s not the whole story, though. 
Because just as it’s important to recognise 
these responsibilities, it’s also important 
to love and to laugh. And to experience joy. 
An Oris watch is created to make you 
smile, too. Responsible, sustainable, 
beautiful watchmaking that brings joy. 
That’s what we mean by a watch made for 
today’s world citizen.

State of mind
Oris ambassador and champion 
freediver Anna von Boetticher 
calmly returns to the surface after 
a dive, her Aquis on her wrist

733 7766 4157  
4 22 64 FC

Aquis Date 
41.5 mm

Oris’s signature diver’s 
watch comes in a 

number of sizes and 
colours, always with a 
uni-directional rotating 
bezel with a ceramic 
insert and at least 30 
bar (300 metres) of 
 water resistance.

Today’s world citizen 
is a person who 
understands their 
responsibilities to 
the world and to 
those around them
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DISCOVER MORE AT ORIS.CH

https://www.oris.ch/watch/oris-aquis-date/01-733-7766-4157-07-8-22-05peb


T H I S  I S  U S

The science
Oris engineers used Boyle-
Mariotte’s general gas equation  
to calculate that the volume of  
air in a channel milled into a 
sapphire crystal would reduce 
during a descent. Under pressure, 
air compresses and water enters 
the channel through the hole. 
During an ascent, pressure 
reduces and the air expands, 
forcing water back out of the  
hole. This clever use of science 
delivers a complex function.

The seal
The Oris Aquis Depth Gauge 
allows water into the crystal, but it 
doesn’t allow water into the watch 
itself – that would damage the 
movement. Oris engineered the 
watch so that water can only enter 
the channel through the hole in the 
crystal. A gasket around the crystal 
seals the watch, and is so reliable 
that Oris has certified the watch as 
water-resistant to 50 bar (500 m).

Measuring up, in 
the down below
Oris’s ‘watch with a hole’, the Aquis Depth Gauge, 
has become an icon in the diving community. Its 
secret is a depth gauge function that works by 
allowing water into the watch. This new-generation 
model offers accurate dive depth measurements 
down to 100 metres, using a watermark read off 
against a yellow scale that runs around the dial.  
It’s a neat yet simple innovation, typical of the  
Oris approach. This is how it works.

The gauge
During a descent, water enters 
a hole at 12 o’clock and begins 
to fill a channel milled into the 
outer edge of the sapphire crystal 
glass that sits over the dial. This in 
turn creates a watermark visible 
through the crystal. The watermark 
corresponds to a yellow gauge 
running around the outside of  
the dial, and the two combine  
to indicate depth. It’s simple,  
safe, secure and accurate.

733 7755 4154 Set MB

Aquis 
Depth 
Gauge

It’s famous for its depth 
gauge, but this version 
of the Aquis has a long 

list of features that 
 includes a metres-to- 
 feet conversion chart, 
water resistance to 50 
bar (500 metres) and 
Oris’s patented Quick 
 Strap Change system.
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DISCOVER MORE AT ORIS.CH

https://www.oris.ch/watch/oris-aquis-depth-gauge/01-733-7755-4154-set-rs


A fresh palette
Rationalise all you want. Sometimes a hand-crafted, Swiss Made 
mechanical timepiece works for one reason alone – it makes you 
smile. Introducing the Divers Sixty-Five ‘Cotton Candy’ collection

Elbert Hubbard, the 19th-century American writer and philosopher, once 
said: “Do not take life too seriously. You will never get out of it alive.” 

There’s a danger in luxury Swiss watchmaking that we take this matter 
of creating objects that tell the time – a quotidian matter mastered by all 
manner of devices – too seriously. At the end of the day, it’s a watch, right?

At Oris, we take our work very seriously. We love what we do, and we 
make products for people that love what we do. We consider that a 
responsibility. But we also know that there are more important things in 
life than watches, and that life is too short to be serious all the time.

In 2020, we introduced the Oris Hölstein Edition. As well as being our 
first watch with a bronze case, bezel, crown and bracelet, it was also the 
first watch we’d ever made with the Oris Bear engraved onto the case 
back. Some people thought this was a bit silly. They were right. We 
wanted it to be a watch that would make people smile at a time when life 
for so many had become incredibly difficult. A bear is a universal symbol 
of warmth, openness, friendship and hope. The Oris Bear breaks down 
walls and puts people at ease. The watch sold out.

This year, as the global pandemic and its terrible effects slowly come 
under control, we wanted to make a watch that would bring a fresh wave 
of joy to people who love Oris watches, whether they buy them or not. So 
we took the all-bronze concept as a base and introduced a palette of 
poppy colours to the dials: sky blue, wild green and lipstick pink. And we 
called it the Divers Sixty-Five ‘Cotton Candy’.

Why? Because why not?

T H I S  I S  U S

Your own sweet time
The Divers Sixty-Five ‘Cotton 
Candy’ collection, with 38 mm 
bronze cases and sky blue, wild 
green or lipstick pink dials

733 7771 3157 (Wild Green) 
733 7771 3155 (Sky Blue)  

733 7771 3158 (Lipstick Pink)

Divers 
Sixty-Five

Poppy, fun, designed to 
make you smile – and 

why not? The all-bronze 
‘Cotton Candy’ versions 
of the Divers Sixty-Five 

are a fresh blast of 
colour for a fresh start. 
Each 38 mm bronze 

case will patinate and 
 begin its own story.
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DISCOVER MORE AT ORIS.CH

https://www.oris.ch/watch/oris-divers-sixty-five/01-733-7771-3155-07-8-19-15


We create.0 2

Oris has a long tradition of movement creation. In recent years, 
we’ve introduced a suite of calibres developed in-house. Today, the 
tradition continues with the Calibre 400 Series, the new standard.



Mechanical poetry
Watchmaking can appear a serious business. But as artist Charles Morgan’s 
spectacular work for Oris shows, mechanics can (and should) be joyful, too

The joy of mechanics
Artist Charles Morgan at work  
on the “Oris Phénomena”,  
a piece of mechanical poetry

For most of us, the ‘it just works’ 
philosophy is enough. And why not? The 
reliability of our cars and computers is 
wonderful. But it’s healthy to want to 
know and understand how things work.

The joy of a mechanical watch is that 
the workings are there for all to see, 
particularly if your watch has a transparent 
case back, as many Oris watches do. 
Looking on while the escapement whirs 
away and the gears turn is a simple but 
meaningful pleasure. It’s why people still 
love mechanical watches.

The trap Swiss mechanical watchmaking 
often falls into is taking itself too seriously. 
If we can agree no one actually needs a 
mechanical watch (they don’t), then we 
can recognise that what we’re talking 
about isn’t really all that serious. It’s fun.  

A mechanical watch is meant to delight, to 
offer a moment of poetic, joyful escapism, 
to bring a smile. The troubles of the 
pandemic have made that crystal clear.

To help us express this, we turned to 
Charles Morgan, a Swiss-based artist 
known for his playful mechanical artworks. 
For us, he created “Oris Phénomena”, four 
two-metre-high frames, one for each of 
the four letters in our name. It’s made with 
upcycled objects and animates with lights, 
moving parts and charming sounds.

“It’s mechanical poetry,” says Charles. 
“It’s meant to make you stop, think and 
smile. These days, everything mechanical 
is hidden. Think about your phone or your 
car – the workings are invisible. It’s boring. 
I think we all like to know how things 
work.” We couldn’t agree more.
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https://oris.ch/phenomena


W E  C R E A T E

The new 
standard
What does today’s world citizen 
expect from a contemporary Swiss 
Made automatic watch? The Oris 
Calibre 400 Series was created to 
deliver the answer

It won’t shatter any illusions to say that the 
world is changing fast. Every generation 
since the start of the Industrial Revolution 
has said the same. But present-day changes 
in culture, politics, media and technology 
are happening so rapidly, it feels like we’re 
being asked to re-evaluate our expectations 
all the time.

At Oris, we recognised some years ago 
that contemporary expectations of a Swiss 
Made automatic movement, one powered 
by the motion of your arm, were exceeding 
what available models were offering. 

For example, how long will a watch keep 
running before it stops? It’s not uncommon 
now for people to own more than one 
watch –  watches for a variety of moods  
and occasions, perhaps, and probably a 
smartwatch that can track your workouts. 
Watches have found many wonderful 
expressions, and watch wardrobe rotation 
is now normal. So, what happens if you 
take a mechanical watch off and don’t put it 
back on again for a few days? It will have 
stopped, because most power reserves 
only stretch to around 40 hours.

Technology has brought new solutions, 
and new challenges, too. Our homes and 
workplaces are now serviced by electronic 
devices that emit magnetic fields strong 
enough to disrupt the smooth running of a 
mechanical watch. Traditionally, mechanical 
watch components were made of ferrous 
materials that, when magnetised, would 
make a watch less accurate. In some 
circumstances, that watch would stop 
altogether. Oris watchmakers report that 
the majority of watches returned for repair 
have been magnetised. A simple fix, 
fortunately, but still an inconvenience and 
an avoidable expense for their owner.

And what about servicing? While today’s 
mechanical watches require meaningful 
investment – they’re made of quality 
materials, beautifully hand-finished and, 
we’re promised, designed to last a lifetime – 
they still require regular maintenance. 
Every three to five years is recommended 
for a new watch. Could we do better?

We believed we could. But we couldn’t 
find a Swiss Made movement on the 
market that met the standards we wanted 
to set: real-world levels of anti-magnetism, 
an extended power reserve, and the 
assurance of longer intervals between 
services and better warranties. So we 
decided to create our own.

It took five years, but when we delivered 
it, the Calibre 400 Series set the new 
standard in Swiss Made automatics. 

The headlines were simple. Elevated 
levels of anti-magnetism, a five-day power 
reserve and a 10-year warranty and 10-year 
recommended servicing intervals on all 
Oris watches powered by one of the new 
movements. There was also the promise  
of better-than-chronometer accuracy, even 
after exposure to strong magnetic fields.

Behind the top-line specifications lay the 
story of Oris’s energetic watchmakers, who 
were driven by their passion for mechanics 
and an uncompromising conviction that 
today’s world citizen should expect this level 
of performance in a Swiss Made automatic. 

To achieve it, they spent countless hours 
exploring inventive mechanical solutions 
and material combinations. They developed 
more than 30 components using non-
ferrous materials, including a silicon escape 

We couldn’t  
find a Swiss Made 
movement that met 
the standards we 
wanted to set – so 
we created our own

wheel and silicon anchor. In came a twin-
barrel concept for storing more power, and 
a new system for the rotor. 

The latter required extensive modelling. 
The aim was to reduce wear and tear, and 
to extend the period between services. 
Instead of using the standard ball-bearing 
system found in most mechanical watches, 
Oris’s engineers employed a low-friction 
slide bearing system that they discovered 
required less lubrication and would perform 
far more efficiently than other solutions. 

Together, these innovations and many 
other micro-advances combined to create a 
base calibre that would future-proof not just 
every Oris watch it was housed in but  
Swiss Made mechanical watchmaking  
itself. The Calibre 400 Series of movements 
is a symbol of how tradition, innovation and 
Swiss determination can fuse to create 
something that lasts a lifetime. 

Calibre 400 appears in the Aquis Date 
and AquisPro Date Calibre 400 lines of 
watches, and this year we’re building on the 
base automatic with Calibres 401 and 403. 
Turn the page to discover more.
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Anti-magnetism for tomorrow’s world
Most watch movements are made of metals that can 
become magnetised if exposed to sufficient magnetic 
forces. If this happens, the moving parts inside will 
become ‘sticky’ so that your watch’s performance 
drops off and it no longer tells the time accurately. 
Magnets are everywhere, from your tablet cover to 
your microwave and the airbags in your car, so Oris’s 
watchmakers engineered Calibre 400 using more 
than 30 non-ferrous and anti-magnetic components, 
including a silicon escape wheel and a silicon anchor. 
In testing, Calibre 400 has proved capable of resisting 
magnetic forces significantly higher than those we 
encounter daily. Its anti-magnetic properties mean  
the impact of magnetic fields on its accuracy has  
been reduced by more than 90 per cent compared  
to standard mechanical movements.

W E  C R E A T E

Inside knowledge
Oris Calibre 400 sets a new standard in mechanical watchmaking. Conceived  
entirely in-house by Oris’s skilled engineers, it has a five-day power reserve,  
elevated resistance to magnetism, and comes with a 10-year warranty and 10-year 
recommended service intervals. Here’s how it works.

Power for five days
When conceptualising Calibre 400, Oris’s engineers 
recognised that these days we may not wear the 
same watch every day. If you put a regular mechanical 
watch down for a day or two, it will stop, as the power 
reserve runs down. Calibre 400 has a five-day power 
reserve, so it’ll still be running if you’ve not worn your 
watch between, say, Thursday and Tuesday. It delivers 
this longer period of use via twin barrels, both of 
which house an extended mainspring, each long 
enough to store two-and-a-half days of power. 

Solving problems before they occur
One of Oris’s fundamental ambitions with Calibre 400 
was to eliminate problems before they happen. Oris’s 
engineers identified that one of the most frequent 
issues with automatic mechanical movements concerns 
the ball-bearing system that allows the free-spinning 
oscillating weight (or rotor) to rotate. This is a critical 
element of an automatic watch – as the rotor spins,  
it generates power that’s stored in the mainspring, 
which is housed in the barrel. So we removed the ball 
bearing altogether and replaced it with a low-friction 
slide-bearing system, in which the metal shaft of the 
bearing runs through a lubricated sleeve. We also 
removed the bi-directional winding system and replaced 
it with a simplified uni-directional system. This is much 
less complex, offers greater efficiency, and involves far 
less wear and tear, making it less prone to breakdowns.



The Oris 
guarantee
All Oris watches powered 
by the new Calibre 400 
Series of automatics  
make three real-world 
performance promises

10-year warranty
Reliability comes as 
standard with any Oris 
watch carrying a Calibre 400 
Series movement. Register 
your watch at MyOris to 
activate a 10-year guarantee.

Five-day power reserve
For many reasons, you  
may not wear a mechanical 
watch every day. Calibre 
400 Series movements have 
a five-day power reserve, so 
they’re always ready to go.

Anti-magnetic
Calibre 400 Series 
movements have more  
than 30 anti-magnetic parts 
and exceed the norms of  
the ISO 764 enhanced  
anti-magnetic standard.

W E  C R E A T E



400 7769 4154
8 22 09 PEB

Aquis Date 
Calibre 400

Oris’s diver’s watch 
has been upgraded 
with Calibre 400,  

a five-day automatic 
with elevated anti- 
 magnetism and a 

10-year warranty. The 
watch is available in a 
 range of dial colours.

DISCOVER MORE AT ORIS.CH

https://www.oris.ch/watch/oris-aquis-date-calibre-400/01-400-7769-4154-07-8-22-09peb


Quick Strap Change 
One of Oris’s latest patented developments is the 
Quick Strap Change system. Oris’s engineers created  
a secure mechanism that releases a strap or bracelet 
from the watch case simply by lifting a flap. This 
means the wearer can switch between a stainless-
steel metal bracelet and a rubber or fabric strap 
without using a tool or taking it to a jeweller. This 
development makes the watch more versatile –  
it’s like having two (or more) watches in one. 

Sliding Sledge Clasp 
When a diver puts on a long-sleeved wetsuit, they 
typically extend their watch strap by one notch, so it 
fits over the suit. As this can be a fiddly and inaccurate 
process, Oris developed the Sliding Sledge Clasp, so 
that a watch strap can be adjusted to the exact size 
required without the need to take it off. Simply pinch 
and slide. The system also works in warmer and colder 
climates when wrists expand or shrink. The Sliding 
Sledge Clasp can be extended if a watch feels tight, or 
tightened if it feels loose, at the wearer’s convenience.

Safety Anchor
Diver’s watches are designed to account for 
unexpected underwater events. For example, uni-
directional rotating bezels can only be accidentally 
adjusted so that the dive time remaining becomes 
shorter, rather than longer, which could otherwise 
prove fatal. Equally, if undone by an accidental impact, 
a clasp could release the watch so it falls off a diver’s 
arm. Oris developed the Safety Anchor to prevent 
this. Two hooks run through slots in the rubber strap, 
grabbing it in the event of an unplanned clasp release.

Strapping ideas
Our watchmaking philosophy is always to create useful functions that make sense in  
the real world. As well as Calibre 400, the new Aquis Date collection of diver’s watches 
features a number of Oris-patented innovations, each designed in-house to deliver the  
kind of high-level performance a diver relies on in the extreme conditions found below  
water. Three of them appear in the interchangeable strap system. Here they are.
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Going deeper
There are tool watches, and then there are professional 
watches – those designed to perform under extremes.  
The AquisPro Date Calibre 400 is one such watch

Several hundred metres below the water’s 
surface, there is no light. The darkness is 
thick and pervasive. It’s also cold. And the 
pressure is intense. It’s an environment 
where only the strongest survive.

That applies to watches just as much as 
living creatures. For such environments, 
Oris produces the AquisPro line of watches. 
Developed in partnership with commercial 
divers who work on complex engineering 
projects in helium-enriched environments 
hundreds of metres below the water’s 
surface, the AquisPro has added heft and 
an impressive specification list that includes 
inventive, Oris-patented functions designed 
to keep professional divers safe.

The most immediately visible is the 
Rotation Safety System, known as RSS, 
which was commissioned by professional 
divers who were concerned about 
accidental and potentially fatal adjustments 
made to their watch’s bezel during a dive.

Diver’s watch bezels are typically marked 
with minute scales that, when aligned with 
a watch’s minute hand, become back-up 
dive timers. The RSS system, which Oris 
holds a patent for, enables the wearer to 
adjust and lock the uni-directional rotating 
bezel into place. This delivers an extra level 
of certainty – priceless in this line of work.

The AquisPro Date Calibre 400’s 
specifications continue with a high-grade, 
lightweight titanium case plated in low-
glare black DLC. As well as making the 
critical dial detail more legible, this also 
means the watch’s 49.50 mm case sits 
comfortably on the wrist.

There are further innovations in the 
rubber strap. Its titanium folding clasp is 
equipped with the Oris-patented Sliding 
Sledge Clasp. This clever system can be 
adjusted to very fine tolerances without 
taking the watch off, so that when getting 
in or out of even the thickest wetsuit, you 
can loosen or tighten the strap hassle-free. 

The strap itself features Oris’s Safety 
Anchor, a simple but ingenious device  
that prevents the watch from becoming 
detached from your wrist, even if the clasp 
is unintentionally released. Two hooks built 
into the clasp grab the strap in this event.

This latest model is also the first AquisPro 
to be powered by Oris’s Calibre 400 
automatic mechanical movement. Like its 
stablemates, this new watch therefore has 
a five-day power reserve, elevated levels of 
anti-magnetism and a 10-year warranty. 

Professional divers prize safety and 
peace of mind – the innovative AquisPro 
Date Calibre 400 delivers it by the gallon.

W E  C R E A T E

Nature lover
The AquisPro Date Calibre 400’s 
proportions and materiality invite 
adventure and exploration deep 
into the natural world

400 7767 7754 
4 26 64 BTEB

AquisPro 
Date 

Calibre 400

 The evergreen, ever- 
professional AquisPro 
gets the Calibre 400 

upgrade, pairing Oris’s 
 five-day automatic,  

anti-magnetic 
movement with 100  
bar (1,000 metres) 

 of water resistance.
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2. Setting the dive time
Keeping track of your dive time is vital – and 
could save your life. When the bezel is lifted, 
it will click and stay in place. While it’s in this 
position, rotate it anti-clockwise and align your 
dive time, indicated by the yellow and white 
minutes scale engraved into the ceramic bezel, 
to the minutes hand. This becomes a countdown 
until the time you need to return to the surface.

1. Grip and lift to activate
The Rotation Safety System is entirely mechanical. 
It’s built seamlessly into the watch and designed 
to lock the bezel in place once it’s been adjusted 
to keep track of dive time. To activate it, Oris’s 
engineers created a grip-and-lift system. Before 
you begin your dive, simply grip the rubber 
moulds inserted into the bezel’s outer edge and 
lift it. The RSS is now ready to be adjusted.

3. Locked and ready
Once you’ve set the dive time, push the bezel 
back into place. It will need a firm push, and 
will make a solid click sound that indicates the 
system is set and the bezel locked in place. 
Although the bezel surround will still move, 
the ceramic insert and the minutes scale are 
now fixed. This unique, highly secure system 
delivers extra peace of mind for divers.

Safety first
The AquisPro Date Calibre 400 is 
loaded with useful innovations. Its 
signature function is the Rotation 
Safety System, an Oris-engineered 
and patented bezel-locking device 
that was developed in partnership 
with professional divers. The RSS,  
as it’s known, locks the bezel in  
place so that it can’t be adjusted 
during a dive, even when knocked. 
This inventive system gives divers 
added security and peace of mind 
when deep below the water’s 
surface. Here’s how it works.

The safest diving bezel
Oris’s inventive RSS system,  
built into the AquisPro Date  
Calibre 400, securely locks the 
watch’s rotating bezel into place
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Never give up
Behind the Carl Brashear Cal. 401 Limited Edition’s naturally 
ageing bronze case and deep navy blue dial, you’ll find more  
than one story of triumph in adversity

It took five years to develop the base movement in the Oris Calibre 400 
Series. Five years of toil, trial and error, being knocked down, getting back 
up again – and finally overcoming a catalogue of challenges to deliver an 
automatic that sets the new standard in Swiss mechanical watchmaking.

Carl Brashear would have approved. Known as a ‘Man of Honour’, Carl 
battled challenges throughout his life: first poverty and illiteracy, then 
racism, then physical disability, and lastly alcohol addiction. And yet 
despite these, he rose to become the U.S. Navy’s first African-American 
and first amputee Master Diver. He famously said, “It’s not a sin to get 
knocked down. It’s a sin to stay down.”

Since 2015, Oris has been working with the Carl Brashear Foundation, 
which supports military veterans and inspires young people who face 
disadvantage and discrimination to reach their full potential (read the full 
story on oris.ch). It’s a wonderful mission, and continues Carl’s legacy.

The Carl Brashear Cal. 401 Limited Edition becomes the third piece to 
carry Carl’s name, but the first – and the first Oris – to be powered by 
Calibre 401, a new expression of the in-house-developed Calibre 400 that 
features a small seconds at 6 o’clock (an Oris signature). As with watches 
carrying the base calibre, the new model has a five-day power reserve, 
elevated levels of anti-magnetism and a 10-year warranty. 

The 40 mm case is cast in naturally ageing bronze, while the custom-
designed, hand-crafted, moisture-wicking elastic nylon NATO strap was 
produced exclusively for Oris by Erika’s Originals. The watch, which is 
limited to 2,000 pieces, is a timeless symbol of Carl Brashear’s spirit.

Master of its own time
The Carl Brashear Cal. 401 Limited 
Edition is named after the U.S. 
Navy’s first African-American and 
first amputee Master Diver
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A different calibre
Calibre 401, the five-day automatic 
that powers this bronze-cased 
watch, delivers a small seconds  
at 6 o’clock – an Oris signature

W E  C R E A T E

401 7764 3185-Set

Carl Brashear 
Cal. 401 

Limited Edition

Cased in bronze and 
powered by a Swiss 

Made automatic 
movement that never 

gives up, this watch is a 
tribute to a Man of 

Honour who stands as 
a powerful symbol of 
 triumph in adversity. 

DISCOVER MORE AT ORIS.CH
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It’s all about love
The Hölstein Edition 2021 is based on the original Big Crown pilot’s 
watch of 1938 and equipped with a new Oris movement. But really, 
the story is all about a love of Swiss mechanical watchmaking

We’re lucky. We love what we do. And 
we’re even luckier because people all over 
the world love what we do, too. Making 
beautiful mechanical watches puts a smile 
on people’s faces. How lucky is that?

We wanted to find a way of expressing 
that feeling in a special watch that would 
give people that feeling for themselves. So 
in 2020, at the height of the pandemic, we 
introduced the Hölstein Edition concept. 
We launched it on our birthday, June 1, and 
named it after the village where we’ve been 
based since 1904. The idea was to make 
people smile. To bring joy. It worked!

Now, we’re returning with the Hölstein 
Edition 2021, a unique take on our signature 

The Oris Bear is a 
cheerful soul, but 
what he does most  
of all is show that 
Oris watchmaking  
is about love

Big Crown pilot’s watch. The Big Crown has 
been in constant production since 1938. It’s 
recognisable by its oversized crown and its 
Pointer Date function – a central hand that 
shows the date via a scale running around 
the edge of the dial. 

The new watch, which is limited to 250 
pieces, is inspired by the pre-war Big 
Crown. The case has been subtly revised to 
look more like the original. It has sharper, 
crisper lines, and a flat bezel (normally it’s 
fluted). The numerals are newly developed 
and based on references from the Oris 
archives, and the grey colour palette picks 
up on the industrial influences of the area 
around Hölstein that inspired our founders 
more than a century ago. 

It’s also the first watch to feature the 
high-spec Oris Calibre 403, the next in our 
line of contemporary automatics. As well as 
a five-day power reserve, elevated levels of 
anti-magnetism and a 10-year warranty, it 
also has a small seconds (another Oris 
signature) and the famous Pointer Date 
function, both indicated with red detailing. 

The final touch? On the case back, we’ve 
engraved the Oris Bear. He’s a cheerful 
soul, but what he does most of all is show 
that what we do comes from the heart – 
that Oris watchmaking is all about love. 

403 7776 4083-Set

Hölstein 
Edition 2021

This special 250-piece 
edition of the iconic Big 
Crown pilot’s watch is 

the first watch powered 
by Oris Calibre 403, the 
in-house update to our 

much-loved Pointer 
Date function. For the 

 joy of mechanics.
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We act.
The Oris campaign to bring Change for the Better is gathering pace. 
We work with socially and environmentally motivated people all over 
the world to help make a difference, on land, at sea, everywhere.

0 3



For our planet
Water is the source of life, and yet man’s impact on it 

continues to be harmful. Oris supports non-profits all over 
 the world working to restore and protect our oceans.

01

For us all
The luxury watch industry is a privileged place to work.  

With that privilege comes responsibility. We partner with 
 organisations acting to bring real change to people’s lives.
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In its independence, Oris  
is free to choose its own 
path. That can mean doing 
something just because  
it’s the right thing to do

A few years ago, we began talking 
internally about what we could do to bring 
change for the better. We’d been building 
a portfolio of partnerships with non-profits 
around the world, and there was a sense of 
momentum behind what we were doing. 

Some of the projects we got involved 
in were environmental. Oris had been 
making diver’s watches for generations, 
and it made sense to support people 
conserving endangered marine species or 
trying to rid our oceans of plastic. Other 
projects were humanitarian, and backed 
organisations researching cancer cures or 
promoting mental health initiatives. 

And then one day, change for the better 
became Change for the Better – a slogan of 
sorts, and certainly a mission, a campaign 
even. We decided unanimously, backed 
by feedback from our customers and 
partners around the world, that we would 
devote more and more time and resource 
to bringing this Change for the Better.

It started at home with a sustainability 
drive. At our headquarters in the Swiss 
village of Hölstein, we began reducing our 
own environmental footprint. Getting rid 
of single-use plastics. Recycling. Making 
greater demands of our manufacturing 
process. Taking part in local clean-up days. 

We’ve made great strides, and our aim 
this year is to become climate neutral. In 
other words, to run our business so it leaves 
no negative imprint on the environment. 
It’s a big ambition, but a vital one – and 
possible. Luxury, so often derided as being 
wasteful and uncaring, has extraordinary 
power to make a difference and to lead the 
change the world needs to see. We hope 
that during the course of this decade, 
luxury will become synonymous with 
sustainability. We’ll be doing everything 
in our power to raise awareness of people 
and organisations changing the world for 
the better, offering them financial support 
along the way and working with them on 
watches and communications that tell 
their stories to as many people as possible. 

What’s exciting is that we don’t feel 
we’re shouting into a vacuum. All over the 
world, from Chittagong to Cancun, our 
customers have been backing the mission 
to bring Change for the Better. Not just by 
buying watches, although that obviously 
helps, but by attending events, joining 
clean-ups and telling the stories through 
their own social media. It’s no longer just 
our mission – it’s everyone’s.

In 2019, before the pandemic struck, 
more than 1,000 people in 15 countries 

Hope, like  
change, has been  
in short supply.  
Underlying  
our mission to  
bring both is a 
simple belief –  
that it’s the right 
thing to do

joined Oris-backed clean-up days as part of 
World Cleanup Day. They collected more 
than 2.5 tonnes of trash. It was a hugely 
inspiring moment, and we’re looking 
forward to picking up where we left off 
before Covid-19 restricted movement and 
gatherings for so many of us.

Last year, we introduced watches with 
Coral Restoration Foundation, the world’s 
leading coral restoration organisation, 
some of which were auctioned in support 
of its work. By the end of 2020, the 
foundation had outplanted 30,000 corals, 
an extraordinary achievement that is 
starting to reverse the devastating effects 
of recent coral bleaching events. 

This year, we’re working with our 
ambassador Gerardo del Villar on a 
campaign to conserve the whale shark, 
the ocean’s largest fish (see page 54). 
Gerardo, who has been photographing 
these gentle giants for 15 years, is fighting 
to reverse the trend that has seen the 
world’s whale shark population reduced 
by half over the last 75 years.

We’ve also begun a new partnership 
with the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat 
(CWSS), a trilateral organisation that’s 
working to conserve and protect the world’s 
largest unbroken tidal flat system and its 

environment (see page 58). Diversity on a 
global scale depends on the Wadden Sea, 
and yet man’s impact continues to threaten 
it. The Dat Watt Limited Edition will raise 
funds and awareness for the CWSS’s work.

On dry land, we’ve continued to seek 
out partners who share the vision to bring 
Change for the Better. The Carl Brashear 
Foundation works directly with veterans 
and vulnerable young people, while the 
Roberto Clemente Foundation brings hope 
and opportunity to underprivileged areas. 

Hope, like change, may seem to have 
been in short supply in recent times. 
Underlying our mission to bring Change for 
the Better is a simple belief – that it’s the 
right thing to do. The luxury industry is a 
privileged place to work. We’re convinced 
that we have a responsibility to act, to 
serve and to bring Change for the Better. 

Every year, through our partnerships, 
we see and hear stories that inspire and 
motivate us to keep going. To do more. 
And to encourage others to come with us. 
These stories give us hope that change can 
and will come. As we’ve always said, ours 
is only one contribution – healing will only 
come to our environment and prosperity 
will only reach the vulnerable if we work 
together. Join us. The world needs you.
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The ocean’s 
gentle giant
The whale shark is the largest fish in 
 the ocean and vital to its ecosystem. 
But in the last 75 years, its numbers 

have halved. We have to save it, says 
Oris ambassador Gerardo del Villar

In 2016, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) made a 
stark announcement. Not only was the whale shark global population 
decreasing, it had halved over the previous 75 years. For conservationists, 
the news was a line-in-the-sand moment. Conservation efforts had to be 
increased, governments had to be lobbied, laws had to be changed and the 
whale shark, the largest fish in the ocean, had to be protected. The IUCN 
placed the whale shark on its Red List, recognising it as globally endangered.

One of those conservationists was underwater photographer, explorer 
and Oris ambassador Gerardo del Villar. Gerardo, who grew up in Mexico 
and was once a bullfighter, has been photographing sharks for 15 years. “As 
top predators, sharks play an important role in the ecosystem by keeping 
species below them in the food chain, and as indicators of ocean health,” 
he says. “They help to eliminate the weak and sick, and to maintain balance 
with competitors, thus guaranteeing species diversity. Without whale 
sharks, ecosystems will collapse in the future.”

The threats facing the whale shark are predictable – and reversible. “The 
whale shark is a delicacy in many parts of the world and people pay very 
high prices for its meat, gills, oil and fins for shark fin soup,” says Gerardo. 
“We mustn’t forget that accidental fishing is a threat, too.”

Change can come. “We need to educate people about the importance of 
whale sharks,” he continues. “We need to create marine protected areas, 
curb pollution of the sea, and fight against climate change. These are all 
essential to the conservation of this species.”

The Oris Whale Shark Limited Edition was created as part of this process. 
As well as raising awareness and highlighting man’s role in the story, it will 
support Gerardo’s work as he pursues his mission to protect the whale 
shark. “Oris’s passion for taking action to protect marine ecosystems and 
communicating these stories is hugely important,” says Gerardo.

798 7754 4175-Set MB

Created to highlight  
the threat to the 

world’s whale shark 
population, this watch 

features a GMT 
function, a blue/black 
ceramic bezel insert 
and a whale shark 
 skin-effect dial.

Whale Shark 
Limited 
Edition
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Charity begins at home
Roberto Clemente was one of the greatest baseball players of the 
20th century, and a fearless humanitarian. His compassion for the 
people of his native Puerto Rico continues to inspire the foundation 
that carries his name as it furthers his mission 

Roberto Clemente was one of the 20th 
century’s greatest baseball players – an 
icon of the game. But he was also a great 
man and a passionate humanitarian.

Throughout his career and until his 
untimely death in 1972, Roberto sought to 
bring aid and justice to vulnerable Latin 
American communities. Oris is proud  
to partner with the Roberto Clemente 
Foundation and to offer the Roberto 
Clemente Limited Edition, a watch that 
celebrates his legacy and supports the vital 
work that continues in his name.

Roberto was born in Puerto Rico in  
1934, the youngest of seven children. From 
humble beginnings, his life changed at 17 
when he was recruited into the Puerto 
Rican Professional Baseball League, and 
then a year later moved to the U.S. to join 
the Brooklyn Dodgers organisation. 

From there, he would go on to become a 
baseball legend, defying discrimination on 
account of the colour of his skin. In 1955, 
he made his Major League debut with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, where he would stay for 
18 seasons. Of his many on-field skills, the 
one that set him apart was his throwing 
arm. While at the Pirates, he would win two 
World Series and the prestigious Rawlings 
Gold Glove Award an astonishing 12 times. 

He reached the milestone of 3,000 hits 
with the last hit of his career in September 
1972, making him the first Latin American 
player to reach the mark. An exceptional  
all-round athlete, he was admitted into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1973.

While he excelled on the field of play, 
Roberto never lost sight of his Puerto  
Rican roots. During his career, he regularly 
returned to Latin America to coach, mentor 
and bring aid to poor communities. He 
recognised that his fame and good fortune 
came with great responsibility, and he 
embraced it.

Out of tragedy  
came hope. The 
foundation was 
created to ‘Build 
Nations of Good’

But his life came to an abrupt and tragic 
end. In December 1972, Nicaragua was hit 
by a 6.3 magnitude earthquake that left an 
estimated 11,000 people dead and 300,000 
homeless. Roberto immediately mobilised 
three emergency relief flights, but learned 
they were seized by corrupt government 
officials. To make sure the fourth shipment 
reached the people who needed it most, 
Roberto determined to fly out with it. He 
boarded the plane on 31 December, a 
decision that would cost him his life. The 
plane crashed into the sea shortly after 
take-off. His body was never recovered.

But out of tragedy came hope. The 
following year, the Commissioner’s Award, 
awarded annually to a Major League player 
for their work in the community, was 
renamed the Roberto Clemente Award. 
Then, in 1993, the Roberto Clemente 
Foundation was established, with a mission 
to ‘Build Nations of Good’. Now headed by 
his son Luis Clemente, it continues his 
proud legacy of bringing real change.

Oris is proud to present the Roberto 
Clemente Limited Edition. Based on the 
Oris Big Crown Pointer Date, it’s been 
created in support of the foundation’s work 
to bring change to vulnerable communities. P
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754 7741 4081-Set

Roberto 
Clemente 
Limited 
Edition

Based on the Big 
Crown, this watch has 
black and gold detailing 

and a gold 21 on the 
date ring, in honour of 
the number Roberto 
wore on the field. It’s 

 limited to 3,000 pieces.
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The Wadden Sea is 
huge, with a 500 km 
coastline. Experts 
believe biodiversity  
on a worldwide scale 
is reliant on it

Flight path
The Wadden Sea is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. At any one 
time, it’s home to six million birds. 
Protecting it is a global imperative

Every year, between 10 and 12 million migratory birds pass through the 
Wadden Sea region, and at any one time there are more than six million birds 
within its borders. It’s also home to around 5,000 species of flora and fauna. 
The area is so unique that it’s listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

But, like so much of the world’s water, it’s under threat. Fishing, harbour 
development, oil and gas rigs, wind farms, maritime traffic, residential and 
tourism development, the impact of climate change – all have to be kept in 
check if the future of this beautiful, critical natural landscape is to be secured.

Without 
borders
The Wadden Sea is the world’s 
largest unbroken tidal flat system  
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Oris supports a pioneering, trilateral 
organisation working to protect it 
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W E  A C T

And it has to be. The Wadden Sea is teeming with life. Covering 11,500 km2 
in the North Sea and made up of salt marshes as well as marine and brackish 
areas, it has a 500-kilometre coastline that spans Denmark, Germany and 
the Netherlands. It’s also the world’s largest unbroken tidal flat system and 
widely viewed as one of the most important natural properties on the planet. 
In fact, experts believe biodiversity on a worldwide scale is reliant on the 
Wadden Sea. It’s also remarkable because it’s one of the few remaining 
natural large-scale intertidal ecosystems where natural processes continue 
to function largely undisturbed. This is why it needs protecting.

In 2021, Oris announced a partnership with the Common Wadden Sea 
Secretariat (CWSS), a trilateral organisation backed by the three countries 
that’s working to conserve and protect the area and its environment. The 
CWSS was founded in 1987 following progress made by the Trilateral 
Wadden Sea Cooperation, which began protecting the sea as an ecological 
entity in 1978. The CWSS’s job is to deliver goals set to protect the Wadden 
Sea’s ecosystem, and to tell the world all about it.

“Since 2009, when the Wadden Sea was awarded UNESCO World 
Heritage Site status, our mission has been ‘to strengthen the One Wadden 
Sea World Heritage in a changing world’,” says Bernard Baerends,  
executive secretary and head of the CWSS. “The Wadden Sea is recognised 
as being of global importance for the conservation of biodiversity and 
ecological and geological processes that still proceed mostly naturally.  
It also uniquely demonstrates how nature, plants and animals adapt 
themselves to constantly changing conditions.”

Ecologists have been documenting the Wadden Sea, known as Dat Watt 
in a local dialect, since the early 20th century, and it’s now a reference point 
for the observation and conservation of other tidal flats around the world. 

Bernard says there are many threats to the sea, but that “in principle 
they’re all human. It’s an ongoing mission to raise awareness of the area’s 
importance, and to communicate its vulnerability. Today, the Wadden Sea 
enjoys unprecedented levels of environmental protection, thanks to strict 
assessments and monitoring. This is what led to the UNESCO status 
award. That said, there is still much work to be done to raise awareness of 
the outstanding universal value of the Wadden Sea.”

Oris created the Dat Watt Limited Edition, a special watch featuring the 
unique Pointer Moon function indicating the lunar cycle and tidal range, in 
support of the CWSS’s mission. “Change for the Better, as Oris rightly calls 
it, starts with taking responsibility for our own actions, whether that’s 
stopping bad habits, or starting good ones,” says Bernard.

“The partnership is our first with a private company outside the Wadden 
Sea area,” he continues. “Funds raised by sales of the watch will finance a 
project that will further highlight and support efforts to clean up our seas.”

Wings of change
Conservation efforts to protect the 
Wadden Sea are being led by the 
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat, 
with support from Oris

761 7765 4185-Set

Dat Watt 
Limited Edition

As well as supporting 
the mission to 

conserve the Wadden 
Sea, this innovative 
2,009-piece limited 
edition indicates the 

lunar cycle and the tidal 
range via its Pointer 

 Moon function.
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#tide has saved 15 
million PET plastic 
bottles from the 
ocean and its plastics 
can be recycled  
again and again

Turning 
the #tide
Change for the Better continues 
through partnerships with pioneering 
environmental organisations such  
as Everwave and #tide ocean SA, 
whose work is protecting our  
oceans from plastic waste

The statistics about plastic waste are 
horrifying. According to UN Environment, 
every year as many as 13 million tonnes of 
plastic leak into our oceans. That’s a truck-
load every minute. National Geographic 
reasons that there are 5.25 trillion pieces of 
plastic waste in our oceans. Only 9 per cent 
of all plastic ever produced is thought to 
have been recycled. 

There’s still a lot of work to do to clean up 
our world. Plastic waste pollution’s negative 
effect on our climate, health and economy 
is potentially catastrophic. This is why we 
support conservation programmes, and 
why every year we ramp up our Change for 
the Better campaign. This year, we are 
continuing our partnership with Everwave, 

formerly Pacific Garbage Screening, and 
beginning a new partnership with #tide 
ocean material®. 

You may remember Everwave from our 
Clean Ocean Limited Edition watch of 2019. 
It’s engineering ingenious floating platforms 
that collect plastic waste from our rivers 
before it reaches the ocean. 

#tide collects plastic, too, and then 
upcycles it into a high-quality material. The 
organisation, which is committed to the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, has 
saved 15 million PET plastic bottles from 
entering the ocean. Its recycling processes 
save half the energy used in creating virgin 
plastics, and its production methods cause 
79 per cent less greenhouse gas emissions. 

Its plastics, which are made from recycled 
ocean-bound plastic waste material, can 
also be recycled – again and again.

You’ll find these plastics in #tide coffee 
cups, jewellery and even sports-hall floors. 
And you’ll also find them in the special 
presentation boxes delivered with the new 
Oris Aquis Date Upcycle diver’s watch. The 
watch comes in two sizes; each with a 
uniquely patterned dial made of recycled 
PET plastic, each a symbol of change.

The partnership makes even more  
sense for us because #tide’s plastic is 
made in Switzerland, helping us achieve our 
goal of becoming climate neutral this year 
(see next page). The project to bring Change 
for the Better continues. 

W E  A C T

733 7766 4150-Set MB

Aquis Date 
Upcycle 
41.5 mm

The dial of the Aquis 
Date Upcycle (there’s 

also a 36.5 mm model) 
is made of recycled 
PET plastic. Every 

watch comes in a box 
created from upcycled 
ocean-bound plastic 

 made by #tide.
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https://www.oris.ch/watch/oris-aquis-date/01-733-7766-4150-set
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W E  A C T

By the end of 2021, Oris will be climate 
neutral. Our watches. Our boutiques. And 
our home in Hölstein. In 117 years, this 
proudly independent and highly inventive 
company has enjoyed many landmark 
moments. But this will be one of the most – 
if not the most – important of them all. 

We’ve been running our Change for the 
Better campaign for a number of years, 
now. Outwardly, it started with partnerships 
with non-profit organisations and visionary 
individuals who were working to clean, 
restore and protect our world. Much of the 
focus was on environmental projects, 
particularly around water, but we’ve also 
teamed up with social entrepreneurs 
looking to support the vulnerable and bring 
change to their lives. These projects 
continue through our support of the Carl 
Brashear Foundation and watches like Dat 
Watt (page 60). We also took part in clean-
up days here in Hölstein and with friends 
and colleagues around the world.

Alongside that, we began to look at our 
home in Hölstein and the process of making 
and distributing watches. We asked a 
simple question: how can we make 
watchmaking climate neutral? 

We started by inviting expert teams to 
Hölstein to calculate our CO2 emissions, 
and had our carbon footprint drawn up. That 

We can’t change  
the world alone and 
we’re not looking for 
hero status. This is a 
shared responsibility 
and a shared project

gave us a target. Initially, we offset our 
carbon emissions through our work with 
ClimatePartner and its Plastic Bank 
Worldwide project, which is working to 
protect our oceans by collecting plastic 
waste and developing wind-power projects. 

Then we switched our factory to green 
energy. And then we began the process of 
reducing the CO2 we produce, at home and 
also through our network of suppliers and 
partners. No stone has been left unturned.

We’re not done yet. While our carbon 
emissions are coming down, there’s still 
more we can and will do. The process is 
continuous. Just as the job of creating 
watches isn’t done, so too the job of being 
environmentally responsible isn’t done. 

When we develop a new watch or 
movement, we first consider the best way to 
manufacture it. We’ve put good ideas on the 
back-burner because we’ve not yet worked 
out how to deliver them in a climate neutral 
way. Even this book is climate neutral. Our 
printer is ClimatePartner certified, too.

There’s a danger with stories like this that 
we could appear to be virtue-signalling – 
telling people what they want to hear and 
doing what the world says is right. This isn’t 
a flashy new strategy for us. And because 
we’ve been working on it for so long, it’s 
now ingrained in the company and how we 
work. This is how Oris people think. It’s 
become an attitude, part of who we are.

One more thing. We’re doing our bit. But 
we know we can’t change the world alone, 
and we’re not looking for hero status. This 
is a shared responsibility and a shared 
project. That’s why we work with like-
minded agencies, supporting one another 
and working towards the same goal. And 
it’s why we’re talking to you about it now. 
We’ll keep saying it: together we can bring 
Change for the Better. For the sake of 
future generations, we have to.

Neutral position
Our mission to bring Change for the Better covers projects all  
over the world, but it begins at home. In 2021, Oris watches, 
boutiques and our Hölstein factory will become climate neutral

 IN DETAIL: 

ORIS CLIMATE NEUTRAL

http://www.climatepartner.com/14243-2103-1001
https://fpm.climatepartner.com/tracking/14243-2103-1001/de?utm_source=climatepartner.com&utm_medium=id


D I R E C T O R Y
At the heart of the Oris story are the people around the 
world who join our community, take part in our events 
and collect our watches. In this section, you’ll find out 
how you can join us, online and – we hope – in person
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W H E R E  T O  F I N D  U S and pull the dust sheets off our armchairs so that we can 
begin hosting you again. Oris boutiques are designed to 
offer you a place to relax, hang out and browse watches – 
or not – as and when you feel like it. That’s the Oris way.

Behind this is what we call ‘inclusive luxury’. Our 
boutiques are beautifully appointed, but they’re also warm, 
fun and designed to make all-comers feel at ease. Our 
watches aren’t hidden away, so if you want to try one on, 
take pictures or just look closely, you can. And of course, 
we’ll be taking every precaution following the pandemic.

We also continue to work with a network of trusted 
retailers in countries across the world, whose trained staff 
will talk you through the Oris story, too.

So come and enjoy a freshly brewed flat white or a craft 
beer with us. The door is always open.

Oris boutiques are located around the world. We’d love 
to welcome you. Find your nearest at oris.ch

Come on in
There are Oris boutiques all over the world, 
providing a warm welcome and a place to 
hang out. Join us – we’d love to see you

Not that we ever took it for granted, but what a thrill it is to 
be able to meet in person, wherever and whenever we 
like. During the pandemic, many of our boutiques have 
been closed, meaning we’ve been unable to offer our 
friends, new and old, a warm Oris welcome.

As restrictions around the world have begun to lift, it’s 
been a joy to fire up the coffee machines, open the fridges 

Oris boutiques are designed to offer you  
a place to relax, hang out and browse 
watches as and when you feel like it

https://www.oris.ch/store-locator


The bear essentials
Since they were founded in 2019, 
Oris Social Clubs have brought 
people together in person and 
online, and for clean-up events. 
Every chapter gets an Oris Bear 
dressed in local costume

Oris Social Club chapters have to be 
recognised by our team in Hölstein (who 
can also offer support where you need it), 
but once they’re up and running, members 
decide when to meet, where and how. In a 
bar, online or getting together to take part 
in a community event, such as on World 
Cleanup Day – it’s up to you. The only rule 
is that it has to be relaxed, low-key, fun 
and open to all. oris.ch/orissocialclub

O R I S  S O C I A L  C L U B S

Time to meet
Around the world, the Oris Social Club 
network continues to grow. Join or start a  
club and find out what all the fuss is about

Before the first Oris Social Club sprang up in Oslo in late 
2019, there hadn’t been a ‘formal’ way for Oris fans to 
come together, share stories and celebrate a common love 
of Oris and its watches. The new club format created a 
relaxed, universal space where that could happen. 

Since then, the Oris Social Club network has expanded 
rapidly. In 2020, 16 new chapters opened around the 
world. By the summer of 2021, there were 21 chapters 
and 4,500 members. It’s been wonderful to see people 
coming together to talk about life, and watches.

The Oris Social Club format is simple. People come 
together, in person or online, to hang out, and – but not 
exclusively – talk about watches. Membership is free and 
all clubs are Oris-sanctioned, but not run by Oris. Instead, 
they’re run by local fans, and the spirit is always informal.

“Oris Social Clubs are an amazing platform for sharing an 
enthusiasm for watches,” says Espen Haugland, founder of 
the Oslo chapter. “It’s great to get a closer connection to this 
awesome independent brand and its watches. And we just  
have so much fun – join us!”

If you’d like to join or start an Oris Social Club, follow 
the steps to the right, or contact us at brand@oris.ch

Find us on Facebook
 If you’re on Facebook, 

look up Oris Social Clubs 
and you’ll quickly find your 
nearest. Send the host a 
message and you’re on 

 your way.

How to get 
involved

J O I N  T H E  C L U B

Meet and greet
There are no qualifications 

for entry other than a 
shared interest, and no 
rituals to perform. Hook 

up with your nearest 
 chapter and enjoy.

Contact us
If there isn’t a chapter 

near where you live, you 
 may be able to start one. 
Email us at brand@oris.ch 
 to discuss the process.

Over to you

mailto:brand%40oris.ch?subject=
mailto:brand%40oris.ch?subject=
https://www.oris.ch/orissocialclub
https://www.oris.ch/orissocialclub
mailto:brand%40oris.ch?subject=New%20Chapter
http://www.facebook.com/ORIS


T H E  O R I S  B E A R

A friendly 
face

At Oris, we know the  
first job of a luxury 

mechanical watch is 
 to make people smile. 
A watch’s beauty is in 
 its form and aesthetic, 
in its workings and in 
 how it makes us feel. 
We call this the joy of 
mechanics. The Oris 

Bear is a symbol of this 
joy. He represents 

 warmth, friendship, 
 good times – and love. 

And he helps us tell 
stories about who we 
are, what we create 
and how we act. The 
bear is now a regular 

 on our social channels, 
making people smile  
all over the world. He 

even has his own 
 Instagram handle,  
@orisbear. Follow  

him, share him and 
 raise a smile.

Youku 
Films, insight and 

memorable Oris moments 
for Oris fans in China. 
Search ‘Oris watch’

Weibo 
Talking Oris and sharing 

Oris moments with  
our fans in China. 

Search ‘OrisChina’

Pinterest 
The widest collection of 
Oris pictures, captured  

by Oris fans from all over  
the world. Search ‘Oris’

YouTube 
Nothing tells the story 
quite like film. Delve 
deeper into the Oris 

universe. Search ‘Oris’

Twitter 
 Join the conversation, 
comment, like and keep 

 up to date with Oris news. 
Follow @oriswatches

Facebook 
The largest Oris web 

community is the place  
to share stories and 

 experiences. Search ‘Oris’

Instagram
Join a global community 
of Oris fans for the latest 
news, events and limited 

editions. Follow @oris

Follow,  
add and 
like Oris

S O C I A L 
M E D I A

O N L I N E

 Extend your watch’s warranty, get exclusive access to news,  
launches and competitions, and manage your online watch  
portfolio via MyOris, the online portal made for Oris owners

MyOris

Extended warranties

Join MyOris to extend your warranty 
 to 10 years for Calibre 400 Series; 
 five years for Calibre 100 Series;  

and three years on all other models

Dedicated Oris news

MyOris members join a worldwide 
community. Sign up and be the first  
to know about local and international  

Oris events and launches

Online watch portfolio

Like an online watch vault, the MyOris 
watch portfolio allows you to keep a 
record of your watches and compare  

your favourites

Oris fan competitions

Some things money can’t buy. MyOris 
fans can enter competitions to win 
exclusive, sometimes one-off Oris 

products and experiences

http://www.facebook.com/ORIS
http://instagram.com/oris/
https://twitter.com/oriswatches
http://www.youtube.com/user/Oris
http://pinterest.com/oris/
http://weibo.com/orischina/
http://i.youku.com/u/UNDc0Nzk0NDky/
https://my.oris.ch/myoris
https://www.instagram.com/orisbear
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